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Introduction 


The Football Federation Victoria (FFV) is pleased to announce that the 2005 


naming rights sponsor for the Premier League is Vodafone. 


The new partnership promises to expand the game of football like never before and 


will provide a season of huge rewards. 


The FFV is thrilled to be in partnership with Vodafone and for them to take on 


the naming rights of the 2005 Premier League. 


As football continues to grow, we eagerly await what is in store for 2005. 
Nationally we will see the Hyundai A-League take form and the National team 
make their move on the World Cup qualifiers. 


For Victorians, the Premier League is the pinnacle of our domestic game and 
this year we welcome South Melbourne, Melbourne Knights, Heidelberg 


United and the Sunshine Georgies to the 2005 Vodafone Premier League. 


Tony Pignata 
Chief Executive Officer 


281 Darebin Road 
Thornbury Vic 3071 


Direct Line: 9474 8111 
Mobile: 0416 161 689 
Facsimile: 9474 1899 


Email: tpignata@footballfedvic.com.au 


Altona Magic 


Altona Magic continued its revival as a 
Premier League power in 2004 and 
surprised many by finishing runners up to 


Champions, Bulleen Zebras. 


On its path to the Grand Final the Magic survived three sudden death encounters and 
managed to oust Preston, Oakleigh and Green Gully in thrilling fashion. Altona’s luck 


finally ran out against its Grand Final nemesis, the Bulleen Zebras and lost on penalties. 


This year the Magic welcomes Ken Murphy as coach and the former National team star 
will definitely bring loads of experience to the club. Murphy is no stranger to the VPL and 


will look towards taking the Magic to its fourth Premiership title. 


Coach: Ken Murphy 
(M) 0412 397 617 


President: Milissa Fischer-Massa 
(M) 0411 536 700 


Secretary Bob Dimitrievski 
(M) 0411 237 306 
(B) 9647 1823 


bob.dimitrievski@holden.com.au 


2005 Team List 


Martin John (GK) Transfer 
Marcus Renewal 
Stergiopoulos 


Bentleigh Greens s 


f 
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The Bentleigh Greens survived a relegation scare last = 5 i i 
season but managed some crucial wins to ensure their place 


in the 2005 VPL season. 


This year the Greens return under the instruction of Mick Kupinic, who replaced lan 
Williamson mid way through the season. Kupinic faces a strong challenge with the 
quality of opposition at an all time best. 


Bentleigh is hoping for a healthy start to the season and has brought in some new 
faces to strengthen the squad. Among the new recruits is Chilean midfielder, Cesar 
Leyton along with Nick Veljovic who will definitely add some value on the field. 


The Greens produced some spectacular upsets last season against some of the 
strongest VPL sides, which they will need to repeat if they are to succeed this 
season. 


Coach: Angelo Goutzioulis 
(M) 


President: Dino Constandinou 
(M) 0408 349 720 


Secretary: Panos Stavrou 
(M) 0412 433 049 
(F) 9585 4485 


2005 Team List 


Jim Kotsoulos Transfer 


Stath Kourkoutzelos 
fee 


Yanni Galanos Renewal 


Marcelo Pena Contract 


Bulleen Zebras 


The 2004 VPL Champions have lost some players from its 
starting line-up, but still have the potential to be a dominating 
force in their search to achieve back-to-back titles. 


After leading the title race for most of the season, Bulleen followed through and 
defeated its Grand Final nemesis, the Altona Magic to win the Championship. 


Peter Ollerton remains in charge and in 2005 he has brought in last year’s dual Gold 


Medal winner, Ricky Diaco and Zravko Atanasovski to complement his squad. 


While the absences of Ben Harbinson and Robert Santilli will be noticed, the likes of Michael 
Mazzini and Ross Antoniadis continue to make the Zebras strong enough to repeat last year’s 


winning form. 


Coach: Peter Ollerton 
(M) 0417 521 602 


President: Ron Lammanda 
(M) 0415 197 979 
(B) 9428 5558 


Secretary: Joe Sala 
(M) 0418 102 095 
(B) 9480 3811 
(F) 9324 3776 


bulleenzebras@bigoond.com.au 


2005 Team List 


Michael Theoklitos Renewal 


Denis Vucinic Renewal 


Ari Drakos Renewal 


iin 
Nikola Roganovic 


Essendon Royals 


The Essendon Royals enter the 2005 VPL season with 
strong ambitions to make an impact, after a disheartened 
result that saw them finish eighth overall. 


Despite fielding a strong squad and boasting the league’s top goal scorer, the 
Royals found it difficult to get into a rhythm. However, there are positive signs ahead 


with the team growing stronger as a unit. 


Michael Michalakopoulos steps in as head coach after David Clarkson moves on. 
The introduction of Michalakopoulos has also brought further changes such as the 
departure of Steven Pace, Dean Anastasiadis, Vaughn Coveny and Nick Curtis. 


These departures have kept the Royals busy and have since signed a number of 
players including Ben Harbinson among many. Together with their striking machine, 
Michael Curcija, the Royals have the ability to make the impact they have been 


waiting for. 


Michael Michalakopoulos 
(M) 0409 999 423 


President: Michael Catalano 
(M) 0413 871 000 
(B) 9350 1000 


Secretary: Anthony Hernandez 
(M) 0418 527 947 
(B) 9338 9269 


2005 Team List 


Josip Loncaric Transfer 


Johnathon Coyne Waiting on clearance 


Mile Medjedovic Renewal 


Steve losifidis Waiting on clearance 


Wala ) 
Fawkner/Whittlesea Blues y-WHITTLESEAS 


An off-season merger between the Fawkner Blues 
and the now defunct Whittlesea Stallion has brought 
to light the Fawkner/Whittlesea Blues. 


The new club will alternate home grounds between CB Smith Reserve and 
Epping Soccer Stadium and will boast a strengthened line-up under the 


guidance of John Markovski. 


After a slow start to the 2004 season, Fawkner found itself wallowing at the 
bottom end of the table resulting in a change of coaches, which ultimately 


saw the appointment of John Markovski. 


A strong surge late in the season secured Fawkner’s survival and set up a 
promising year in 2005 for the Blues. Despite losing Young Socceroo captain, 
Vince Lia and Michael Ferrante to Melbourne Victory, the Blues have 


inherited the services of other VPL stars. 


Sasa Ognenovski and John Angelovski make the move from Preston, while 
Zoran Petrevski, Danny Materovski and Robert Simeoni carry over their 


Whittlesea services to complement the Fawkner/Whittlesea line-up. 


Coach: John Markovski 
(M) 0416 141 520 


President: Santo Rizza 
(B) 9462 1477 


Secretary: Frank Montagnese 


2005 Team List 


Mark Vazzochi 
Zoran Petrevski 


Joseph Spiteri 


Kenny 


Gerohristodoulou 


Frankston Pines 


Since Frankston’s promotion into the VPL in 2003, the 
Pines have been a constant threat in the league and 
this year, Coach Stan Webster hopes to maintain that 


trend. 


Frankston missed out on a finals berth last year much to the dissatisfaction of 
Pines fans who saw their team in the top half of the table for most of the 


season. 


This year, 2003 Coach of Year, Stan Webster returns to lead the Pines but 
finds his task a lot harder after the departure of several players. Pines 
custodian, Stuart Webster leaves to join the Cannons, while Ricky Diaco joins 


the Bulleen Zebras. 


In return the Pines bring in VIS youngster, Semir Sivic and Anthony Edgar 
from Knox City. While the Pines chances of making their presence felt in 2005 


appear questionable, they should not be underestimated. 


Coach: Stan Webster 
(0410 541 744 


President: Alan Hodgkinson 
(M) 0408 370 638 


Secretary: Diane Hunter 
(B)8707 1082 
(F) 9785 3167 


E-Mail: thepines@iprimus.com.au 


2005 Team List 


Liam Swaine Transfer 


Anthony Edgar Transfer 


Ben Kasehagen Transfer 


Transfer 
Transfer 
Transfer 
Transfer 


Spiro Transfer 


Athanasopoulos 


Green Gully Cavaliers 


A constant force in the VPL, Green Gully enters 
the 2005 with intentions of adding another 
championship to its name. ER CLUB 


The Cavaliers enjoyed mixed fortunes last year. After taking out the title of 
minor premiers they were knocked out by the Magic in the Preliminary Final in 


heartbreaking fashion, thanks to a late Doug Mladenovic goal. 


In 2005 lan Dobson returns to Green Gully to try and lead the Cavaliers to 
another Championship. Along with the replacement of Joe Mullen the 
Cavaliers have also had to make further structural changes due to the 
retirement of veteran keeper, Darren MacGrath and the departure of Anthony 


Magnacca. 


However, the ranks have been filled with a number of new signings including 
Pasi Schwalger from Preston and Lubo Lapsansky. Along with the usual 


stars, Gully is set for another promising year. 


Coach: lan Dobson 
(M) 0418 366 157 
President: Charles Farrugia 


Secretary: Charles Farrugia 
(M) 0438 886 697 


E-mail: ggullysc@bigpond.net.au 


2005 Team List 


Ante Loncaric Transfer 


at 


Heidelberg United 


After an infallible year in State League One, the 
Bergers find themselves in the VPL ready to take on 


some old rivals. 


The former National League side enjoyed a good year 
in 2004, finishing the season at the top of the table, two points clear of 


Sunshine. 


Phil Stubbins returns to club along with the help of various new signings that 


are bound to secure the Bergers’ survival in the VPL. 


The strengthened Heidelberg outfit will include for NSL star Con Boutsianis, 
Nick Cuculevski, young gun, Izzi Erdogan and Steve Pantilidis. Together with 
an assortment of lethal players, the Bergers are expecting to make their 


presence felt in 2005. 


Coach: Phil Stubbins 
(M) 0419 307 380 


President: Elias Deliyannis 
(M) 0418 351 526 


Secretary: John Lioupas 
(M) 0400 572 291 


2005 Team List 


Billy Damianos Renewal 


Peter Roberts Transfer 
Con Boutsianis Transfer 


Steve Pantelidis Transfer 


Melbourne Knights 


The proud Melbourne club makes its return to the 


Premier League after an illustrious career in the NSL. 


Following the demise of the NSL, the Knights lost 
majority of its squad and since rejoining the VPL has been busy recruiting a 


new line-up. 


New coach, Zlatko Vego, who boasts a respected playing career for Croatian 


first division side, Dynamo Zagreb, has led the rebuilding process. 


In order to aid in the re-assimilation, the Knights have acquired the services of 
VPL veteran and two-time Gold Medal winner, Chris Emsovski, 2004 
Goalkeeper of the year Adrian Cagalj and St Albans backline duo Tommy 


Milardovic and Nevan Antic among many. 


The Knights are ensuring a lengthy stay in the VPL and will be hoping to live 


up to its respected reputation. 


Coach: Zlatko Vego 
(M) 0405 373 033 


President: Stan Bilic 
(M) 0418 388 648 


Secretary: Ivan Pogacic 
(M) 0419 266 404 


2005 Team List 


Nathan Caldwell Transfer 


Oakleigh Cannons 


Oakleigh surprised many in 2005 with its stranglehold 
on the league and ability to thrash the strongest of 


opponents. 


After an excellent year, the Cannons were disappointedly knocked out of the 
Finals Series by its more experienced counterparts, the Bulleen Zebras and 


Altona Magic. 


In its second year since promotion, Oakleigh is looking to establish its place in 


the VPL and will look towards Michael Chatzitrifonas to lead the charge. 


Chaizitrifonas’ squad will not have Adrian Cagalj’s acrobatics to rely on since 
his move to the Knights. However in his absence will be former VPL 
Goalkeeper of the year, Staurt Webster, who is also joined by former NSL 
midfielder George Goutzioulis. The Cannons will also have the talents of 


three Fijian internationals, which will definitely add some fire to the frontline. 


Coach: Stuart Munro 
(M) 


President: Jim Neofytou 
(M) 0419 548 509 


Secretary: Jordan Orfanos 
(M) 0411 724 024 


2005 Team List 


eee 
Stefanos Renewal 
rr 


Nicholas Renewal 
Katsamboukas 


Adam Ewin Renewal 


George Renewal 
Tzouramanis 


George Goutzioulas | Transfer 


Preston Lions 


In 2004 Preston made its usual Finals Series 
appearance after yet another strong performance, which 


took the Lions to Elimination Finals. 


With a strong solid squad at its disposal, Preston has been one of the most 
consistent teams in the VPL. However that notion will be challenged in 2005, 


after a series of changes to the Preston lineup. 


Preston’s trusty Captain, Chris Emsovski will not be there to dictate play from 
the mid-field after his move to the Knights. Also missing will be striker Naum 
Sekulovski, who joins A-League side Perth Glory. John Angelovski and Sasa 
Ognenovski also make the move away from BT Connor Reserve, but Coach 


Zoran Trajcevski has brought in some new faces. 


Anthony Magnacca and youngster Serkan Okzus will strengthen the frontline, 
while Stephen Pace will take a role in the midfield. Preston has been busy 
creating that solid trait it is known for and hopes to continue its strong position 


in the league. 


Coach: Vlado Vanis 
(M) 0410 644 559 


President: Nick Atanasovski 
(M) 0412 550 693 


Secretary: Saso Dodevski 


2005 Team List 


Steven Pace Transfer 


=] 
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South Melbourne 


EST. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE FC 


South Melbourne makes its Premier League debut 
after a distinguished career as one of the biggest clubs 
in the NSL. 


Much like the Knights, South has had to start from scratch and build a team 


strong enough to compete in Victoria’s top flight competition. 


John Anastasiadis takes on the coaching role and has been busy recruiting a 
squad capable of getting results. Among the new faces at Bob Jane Stadium 
are former NSL star, Kosta Salapasidis, Dean Anastasiadis and Billy 
Natsioulas. 


South Melbourne has a big reputation to uphold and will do everything it can 
to maintain its winning ways. South has a fortune of young talents coming 


through the ranks, so the future looks bright for the blue and white. 


Coach: John Anastasiadis 
(M) 0438 405 064 


President: George Donikian 


Secretary: Peter Papos 


2005 Team List 


Ryan Dinse Transfer 
Con Dimitropoulos 
Arthur Tsirtsakis 


Nick Curtis 


St Albans Saints 


The St Albans Saints enjoyed a consistent first half of 
the season in 2004, but were unable to maintain its 
form and finished the season in seventh place, 


missing out on a Finals place. 


Following the end of the 2004 season, the Saints underwent a series of changes 
that has affected the entire make-up of the team. 


Vlado Vanis has been replaced by Srecko Baresic, who hopes to rebuild the Saints 


into a championship winning side, despite the departure of some key players. 


The off-season saw the departure of defenders Tommi Razov and Tommy 
Milardovic. Nevan Antic also leaves the club, while Paul Urlovic’s presence will also 
be missed. 


Coming to alleviate some gaps at the front will be lvan Razov and Vinko Buljubasic 
will strengthen the defence. The Saints will need to find and keep their taste for 


victories as 2005 will be a huge test. 
Coach: Mick Colina 

(M) 0414 346 702 
President: Ivan Dolic 


Secretary: Branko Starek 
(M) 0419 576 122 


2005 Team List 


llijia Dragicevic Renewal 


Sunshine Georgies 


Chris Taylor carefully groomed his side to and achieved 

promotion into the VPL in style. The Georgies travelled Re, ee 
. . ep), i, or 

the whole 2004 State League One season side by side RGE CK 

with Heidelberg and always looked certain to join the se Bee 

VFL. 


The former NSL club hopes to make a return to glory days where winning was 


synonymous with the Georgies. 


Chris Taylor's confidence in his squad continues to show as he has kept the 
bulk of last year’s squad. However, some new faces have been brought in to 


complement the team and provide some Premier League experience. 


Marino Gasparis makes the move from Bulleen and is accompanied by 
Steven Camilleri from Frankston. The Georgies exceeded expectation by 


gaining promotion so they should definitely not be underestimated. 


Coach: Chris Taylor 
(M) 0419 874 098 


President: Charlie Borg 
(M) 0422 666 101 


Secretary: Helen Farrugia 
(M) 0421 740 853 


2005 Team List 


Contract 
Eduardo Soares Renewal 
Greechan 


